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HAÏTI  
Number of inhabitants (2009): 9 million 
National languages: Haitian Creole – French 
 
Projected budget for 2009/2010: $2,000M USD 
GDP (2009): $11.5 thousand million USD 
GDP/inhabitant: $1300 USD 
85% of Haitians live on the poverty threshold (with a daily income of $3 USD) 
 
 
1/ Background 
 

The presence of Haiti in the international sports movement can be traced back to 1927, with 
the involvement of the athlete André Théard in the 3rd University World Games (pre-universiades) 
organised by the International Students’ Confederation - Confédération Internationale des Etudiants 
(CIE). Théard won the gold medal in the 100 metres in the World University Games in 1927 (Rome) 
and in 1928 (Paris), on both occasions achieving a time of 10.6 seconds. 

 
Various historical, political, economic, social and technical factors – which are also inter-related – 
have limited the development of university sport in Haiti (the occupation by the United States 
between 1915 and 1934, and the Duvalier dictatorship from 1957 to 1986). 

 
In the modern period, university sport took root in Haiti in the sixties but the Haiti University 

Sports Federation (FEHSU) emerged on 24 November 1996 following a special congress bringing 
together the country’s various university centres. In May 1998, it was recognised by the State and by 
the Haiti Olympic Committee. 

 
FEHSU took part in its first international meeting in March 1999 in Mexico in the context of a 

general meeting of the Central American and Caribbean University Sport Organisation - Organización 
Deportivo Universitario de Centroamerica y del Caraibe (ODUCC). Three months later, on 1 July 



 

1999, it joined the wider university world sports family by becoming a member of FISU in 
Palma de Majorca (Spain). FEHSU also played an active part in the creation of the Panamerican 
University Sports Organisation - Organización de Deporte Universitario Panamericano 
(ODUPA) in June 2007 in Blumenau in Brazil. 

 
2/ The Educational System in Haiti 
 

General Characteristics: The education budget only represents 9% of the Haiti GDP. The Haiti 
education system can be considered as generally deplorable from the quality point of view; it is above 
all extremely inequitable.  

Young people under 18 constitute nearly half the population of Haiti (more than 4 million young 
people), with a literacy rate of barely 53%.  
 

Primary and Secondary Education: The public bodies only represent 15% of the system 
overall; the other establishments are private. At least 20% of the private educational structures, referred 
to as “borlettes”, are very much at the bottom of the range, the provision offered by the rest being very 
varied. The general level of educators and assistant staff is very low, most of them having spent fewer 
than 9 years in education themselves. 

  
77% of existing educational establishments (both public and private) are not connected to the 
electricity supply. In rural areas, this proportion rises to 91%. A large number of schools (65 
%) have no water, 74% have no library, 31% are in churches, 16% are in private houses and 
19% are in makeshift premises.  

 
The education attendance rate is 23% in pre-school, 76% in primary and secondary education 

and, 22% at the lycée (‘high school’ equivalent). 25% of children aged 5 to 15 (in other words 
approximately 600,000 children) receive no education. 

Out of 2.1 million children educated at primary school, 82% are educated in a private 
establishment, which means that their education fees, books and educational supplies are paid for by 
their parents.  

Only 29 % of children enrolled in the first year reach the 7th year. 
70% of children in education are more than 2 years behind, and 38% of the population aged over 

15 cannot read. 
 
Higher Education - Haiti is a country that has created great academic personalities and has 

always been a major force in culture, despite a chaotic history and difficulties of all kinds. But one 
must remember that 85% of Haitians with a university qualification have emigrated in the last decades 
of the 20th century, due to the anti-intellectual repression of the dictatorship or due to the political 
instability of the country. 

 
The Universities – Higher education in Haiti is organized around a small number of public 

establishments, the largest of which, the Haiti State University - Université d’Etat d’Haïti (UEH), has 
approximately 25,000 students (15,000 of them in Port-au-Prince) divided over thirteen faculties. The 
UEH budget is 435 million Gourdes (11 million USD). 

After the Constitution of 1987 and the liberalization of the higher education which allowed the 
creation of private institutions, there are private universities, some of them recognized by the 
international university community (9 are members of the CORCUPA and/or the AUF), the largest of 
which, in Port-au-Prince, are the Université Quisqueya (UniQ) with 2,600 students, and the Université 
Notre-Dame d'Haïti (UNDH) with 2,500 students.  

However, some 200 self-styled and autonomous “universities” or “higher education” establishments 
have emerged over the past 20 years, dispensing training of a sometimes rather haphazard nature 
and issuing diplomas without any State control. 

The university centres, whether public or private, for the greater majority lack adequate 
infrastructures, laboratories, scientific reviews and appropriate libraries. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
Haiti – Universities and Higher Education institutes  

(Non exhaustive list) 
 

Public 
Université d’Etat d’Haiti (UEH) (Port-au-Prince)* 
Ecole Nationale des Infirmières (Port-au-Prince) [School of nursing] 
Ecole Nationale d’Administration Publique – ENAP (Port-au-Prince) [Public Administration] 
Centre Technique de Planification et d’Economie Appliquée - CTPEA (Port-au-Prince)* 
[Centre for Technical Planning and Applied Economics] 
 
Private 
Université Chrétienne Baptiste du Nord d’Haïti 
Université Episcopale d’Haïti – UNEPH (Port-au-Prince) 
Université Lumière (Cayes) 
Université Notre Dame d’Haïti (Port-au-Prince)* 
Université Quisqueya (Port-au-Prince)* 
Université de l’Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (Port-au-Prince)*  
Université Roi Henri Christophe (CapHaitien) 
Université Métropolitaine Anacaona (UMA) 
Université Saint-Gérard (USG) 
Université américaine des sciences modernes d'Haïti (UNASMOH) [Haiti American University of 
modern sciences] 
Université de Port-au-Prince (UP) (Port-au-Prince)* 
Université Américaine de la Caraïbe (Cayes) [American University of the Caribbean]. 
 
Collège Universitaire Caraïbe (Port-au-Prince)* 
Centre de Management et de Productivité (CMP) [Management and Productivity] 
Centre d’Etudes Universitaires et de Formation Continue (Port-au-Prince) [Continuing Education] 
Centre Universitaire International d’Haïti (Port-au-Prince) 
Ecole de Droit des Gonaïves (Gonaïves) [Law] 
Ecole de Droit CapHaitien (Port-au-Prince) [Law] 
Ecole Nationale des Arts – ENARTS (Port-au-Prince) 
Ecole Normale Supérieure de Technologie (Pétionville)* [Technology] 
Ecole Supérieure d’Infotronique d’Haïti (Port-au-Prince)* [Higher institute of infotronics] 
GOC Institut Polytechnique (Port-au-Prince)* 
Institut International d’Etudes Universitaires (Port-au-Prince) 
Institut Universitaire d’Etudes Spécialisées (Port-au-Prince) 
Institut Universitaire Quisqueya Amérique (INUQUA)*   
Institut des Hautes Études et Commerciales (IHECE) [Higher/Commercial studies] 
 
* Etablishments affiliated to the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie and/or CORCUPA 

 
Students – No recognised body is able to specify how many establishments styling themselves 

as "universities" are operating in Haiti, or in consequence how many students are enrolled in Haitian 
higher education. By way of indication it can be stated that 16,000 high school students passed the 
baccalauréat in 2009; some estimates suggest that only 1% of Haitians aged 18-24 attend higher 
education. 

 
Teaching Staff – It is equally difficult to asses the number and the actual level of qualification of 

teachers and researchers in the Haiti university system. The number of titular full-time teachers is low. 
In fact many teachers take work in both the private and the public institutions higher education 
systems. They sometimes work in three or four different establishments, working about three to four 
hours a week for each course.  

Out of a staff of 650 titular or post-holding teachers at the Université d’Etat d’Haïti, 10% only 
are employed full-time. 

The lack of qualified teaching staff should be stressed. With the increase in the number of 
higher education institutions in recent years, a number of executives holding only a first degree have 



 

joined the ranks of the professional body of teachers. In fact, a very small percentage of teachers 
at this level (approximately 10%), have a masters degree. The percentage of teachers with a PHD 
or Doctorate is even smaller. 

The research sector is very much neglected in the universities, which is demonstrated by 
the rarity or non-existence of clearly defined research programmes. 

 
University Sport – In Haiti there is no such thing as a Faculty of Science and Technology for 

Physical and Sports Activities. The UEH had considered creating its own Sports Faculty, and consulted 
the managers of the various sports federations in the country and the Olympic Committee on this 
subject, but the project has not advanced further. 

There are no physical education teachers or monitors in the universities, most of which do not 
even have an area in which any kind of physical activity could take place. The universities that take 
part in the activities of the FEHSU engage trainers who organise work sessions in the nearest green 
open spaces.   
 
 
2/ Operation of FEHSU 
 
Sports Activity:  
 

At international level: FEHSU has taken part in five Summer Universiades: 
 

2001 (Beijing): 2 athletes and 1 judoka (local), 1 tennis player (diaspora) 
2003 (Daegu): 1 observer 
2005 (Izmir): 2 tennis player and 13 basketball players (all from the   

      diaspora) 
2007 (Bangkok): 2 athletes, 1 judoka and 1 taekwondo (local) 
2009 (Belgrade): 1 judoka (local) 

 
FEHSU also took part in three Central American and Caribbean University Games (ODUCC): 

2000 (San German, Porto Rico), 2004 (Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic) and 2008 (San Salvador, 
El Salvador).  

FEHSU was also represented at the 7th FISU Forum in Lisbon in Portugal in 2004. 
 

Haiti University Sport is largely unknown to the national sports federations.  
FEHSU has to assume financial responsibility for the preparation of national selections 

(football and basketball), with a low level of financial support from the Government of the Republic at 
the time of involvement in the ODUCC Games. 

FEHSU does not have any official co-operation agreements with foreign universities. Athletes 
originating from the diaspora who have represented FEHSU in international competitions have been 
contacted, either via Haitian external associations, or through their Federation. 

 
Under these conditions, the number of FEHSU students taking part in competitions at 

international remains low (15 at a maximum in 2005, only 1 in 2009). 
 

At national level: Since its creation, each year FEHSU has organized competitions for Haitian 
student-athletes in many disciplines: football, basketball, volleyball, table tennis, and not forgetting the 
traditional mini-marathon of 18 May, which in Haiti is a flag day and a University day. 

 
The FEHSU football championship involves on average 12 university centres. Each team can enrol 25 
players (12 x 25 = 300 footballers).  
Basketball (10 teams x 15 players = 150) and female volley-ball (6 teams x 15 players = 90) amounting 
to 240 students. 
Individual sports: table tennis and athletics (mini-marathon) can involve 60 participants.  

 
On average, 550 students take part each year in competitions under the aegis of FEHSU 

(between 415 in 2009 and 655 in 2007).  



 

 
 

National Regional Inter-regional International 
2005  620  15 
2006  540  0 
2007  655  2 
2008  580  4 
2009  415  1 

 
Involvement of FEHSU students in competitions 

 
The competitions organised by FEHSU are restricted solely to the greater metropolitan region of Port-
au-Prince, with the exception of seasons 97-98, 98-99 and 99-00 where the Université Américaine de la 
Caraïbe (Les Cayes) and the Ecole de Droit des Gonaïves [School of Law] were involved in FEHSU 
competitions.  
 
The universities pay on average 25,000 gourdes to take part in the championships. They were our main 
provider. 
 

Operation: for its operation, before the earthquake on 12 January, each year FEHSU hired a 
small building in the city centre of Port-au-Prince, the country’s capital and had only two paid staff (a 
secretary and a messenger). It also used the services of judges and paid part-time stewards for the 
sports events.  

 
 
 

Universities collaborating - or having collaborated with FEHSU 
 

Public 
Université d’Etat d’Haiti (UEH) 
 
Private 
Université Quisquéya (UniQ)  
Université Notre-Dame d'Haïti (UNDH)  
Université de Port-au-Prince (UP) 
Université Américaine des sciences modernes d'Haïti (UNASMOH) 
Université Américaine de la Caraïbe 
Université Métropolitaine Anacaona (UMA) 
Université Lumière 
Université Épiscopale d'Haïti (UNEPH) 
Université Saint-Gérard (USG) 
Institut Universitaire Quisquéya Amérique (INUQUA) 
Institut des Hautes Études et Commerciales (IHECE) 
École Supérieure d'Infotronique d'Haïti (ESIH) 
Ecole de Droit des Gonaïves 
Centre de Management et de Productivité (CMP) 
 

The members of the executive committee as well as a large number of teachers work for no 
remuneration. The administrative staff and the FEHSU events were under the direct control of the 
Secretary General of the federation. The Chairman, traditionally a university rector or professor would 
deal with academic affairs (liaison with the universities). 



 

 
FEHSU Executive Committee 

 
- Chairman of FEHSU (from 2008): Professor Michel Dossous, Rector of the Université 

Américaine des Sciences Modernes d’Haïti. 
- 1st Vice-Chairman: Ing. Richard Leconte 
- Vice-Chairman: Mr Jean Raymond Éxumé 
- Treasurer: Jean Aurel Olympcy 
 
- Secretary-General (since 1996): Mr Eddy Beralte. 

 
The annual FEHSU budget in 2009 was circa 600,000 gourdes ($1USD = 40 gourdes), or 

$15,000 USD.  
Funding is derived:  

- 25% from its own resources (70% contributions and subscription fees, 10% from 
spectators, 15% from sponsorship and 5% from donations). 

-75% contribution by the universities taking part in the activities of FEHSU, the Haiti 
Olympic Committee, and the Haiti State. 

 
Development and Planning Project:  
 

The development project for FEHSU consisted of five main aspects: 
- Increasing the administrative staff capacity of the Federation (in number and 

qualification) in order to enhance the level of provisions offered by FEHSU. 
- Facilitating access on the part of young sportsmen and women to higher education 

(with the support of FEHSU; students involved in sport are more likely to obtain full scholarships or to 
be exempted from certain fees).  

- Increasing student involvement in sports activities. 
- An improvement in the understanding of the role of sport in the education of 

students (credits, diplomas) and the incorporation of sports activities in academic programmes. 
- Quantitative and qualitative increase of the supervision of the sports activities in 

universities. 
- An improvement, through the practice of sport, in the academic results of students. 
- Affirming the Haitian presence within the international university sport movement, 

and encouraging access on the part of the Haitian students to international exchanges. 
 
The strategic planning of FEHSU was essentially “intuitive”, based on the short term and an 

incremental response as problems arose. The main obstacles to rational planning being: 
- Inadequate financial resources;  
- The absence, or the low quantitative and qualitative level of university sports 

facilities; 
- The absence, or the low quantitative and qualitative level of the sports supervisory 

staff (educators and coaches) in the universities; 
- The mismatch between sports and academic timetables; 
- The lack of coordination between universities, and absence of regulation and control 

on behalf of the State over the university system; 
-The lack of communications between international university sports bodies (FISU in 

particular). 

The 14th General Meeting of FEHSU took place in Port-au-Prince on Sunday 8 November 
2009, with the delegates of 15 universities present. In its activity report, the Secretary-General of 
FEHSU, Erby Beralte, reported on the involvement of the Haiti delegation in the FISU General 
Meeting on the occasion of the 25th Summer Universiade in Belgrade (Serbia), and presented the main 
projects of the federation for 2010. He announced in particular the organization of the first National 
University Games in May 2010, indicating that the creation of these national games should be seen as 
an essential initiative for stimulating the development of Haitian university sport.  

 

3/ The Earthquake of 12 January 2010 



 

The 2009-2010 season seemed to be most auspicious, and the championships had 
started on Friday 4 December 2009 with the prospect of the organization of the 1st National 
University National Games in May 2010 at the Carrefour sports centre located 13 km to the 
south of the capital. This event which had, exceptionally, received the support of the 

Government of the Republic, of the Haiti Olympic Committee, and the patronage of the first 
commercial bank of the country. These games should also have enabled us to select the athletes and 
teams who would be representing the country at the 13th ODUCC Games in October 2010 in the 
neighbouring Dominican Republic. A season that promised to be truly exceptional … 

 
But on 12 January 2010 at 16.53 hrs exactly (local time), everything was turned upside down.   
A powerful earthquake (magnitude 7 on the Richter scale) struck the country, almost 

completely destroying the capital Port-au-Prince and many other neighbouring towns, and, based on the 
best estimates, killing 225,000, injuring 300,000 and leaving 1,000,000 homeless.  

 
The educational sector was not spared: half of the 15,000 primary schools in Haiti and 1,500 

secondary schools, as well as its three main universities, were destroyed or seriously damaged by the 
earthquake. The building that housed the Ministry of Education, in Port-au-Prince, collapsed, killing 
members of staff and administrators. It is fair to say that 80% of the educational facilities in the Port au 
Prince region were destroyed, which represents over 4,000 educational establishments. According to 
the Confédération Nationale des Educateurs d’Haïti [Haiti National Confederation of Educators], over 
13,000 primary and secondary teachers lost their lives. 

 
It is estimated that 90% of the university establishments were destroyed or seriously 

weakened; the Université d’Etat d’Haïti is in ruins, and the federation has lost all its working 
equipment in the collapse of its premises located at this site. The universities of Quisqueya and Notre 
Dame have also suffered badly. 

A large number of students and teachers lost their lives; among them, the honourable Gabriel 
Raoul Berett, founder member, 1st chairman and chairman of honour of FEHSU.  

 
Many thousands of students (4,000 to 5,000) would have been killed in the collapse of the 

university premises, or died at home or in the streets. Dozens of teachers and members of the 
administrative staff, as well as eleven rectors, chairmen or senior members of universities and faculties 
also lost their lives in the earthquake. 

 
The students, dispersed to the four corners of the country, no longer have homes and their 

parents, often without work, cannot support their needs. 
The managers and administrators of FEHSU who have survived these dramatic events have 

suffered enormous material losses and are no longer capable of restarting the machinery with their own 
resources.  
 

The consequences are catastrophic for the country, for the university and for Haiti university 
sport. 

 
The Secretary-General of FEHSU, Erby Beralte has resumed contact with many “expatriated” 

Haitian sports associations in North America, which had already supported FEHSU in the past, 

particularly at the time of its involvement in the basketball tournament at the Universiade in Izmir 

in 2005. The margin for manoeuvre remains limited despite everything, as the many members of 

these associations have also lost property, as well as family and friends in Haiti.  

 
4/ Perspectives and Strategy for Reconstruction and Development for University Sport in Haiti in 
the Short and Long Term 
 

Key Concepts: the reconstruction of University Sport in Haiti is indissociable from the 
restoration of higher education in the country. It must be the responsibility of Haitians (FEHSU), and 
supported throughout by the international university sports movement (ODUCC, ODUPA, and FISU). 



 

 
Short Term: An initial challenge consists of re-starting the Haiti university system 

as quickly as possible.  
This involves retaining those students who have not left the country, bringing back some 

of those who had to leave after the earthquake, and enabling them to validly complete their 2009/2010 
university year. Currently most higher education establishments in Haiti are not in a position to operate 
normally, but some universities have re-started a partial activity at the beginning of May 2010.  

 
FEHSU must, as a matter of necessity, be in a position to support this recovery movement, 

thereby enabling sport to remain a stakeholder in all projects aimed at the sustainable and cohesive 
reconstruction of the structures of higher Education in Haiti. 

Immediate support from FISU would enable a rapid re-launch of the activities of the 
federation in the national territory and at international level, thereby conferring upon it credibility 
and visibility. 

 
Medium and Long Term: Given the fact that the greater part of the higher education 

structures in Haiti have been annihilated, as is the case for university sport, it is possible to conceive of 
a strategy aimed at rebuilding Haitian higher education on totally new bases, incorporating physical 
education and sport. The project should take into account the inadequacies and errors of the past:  

- inequity of access to higher education; 
- multiplication and lack of cohesion in the university structures;  
- an absence of centralization, regulation and control on the part of the State;  
- a quantitative and qualitative weakness in teaching staff;   
- no reference to physical and sports activities at the university.  
 

The construction of an overall, dynamic university scheme of co-operation, founded on an 
original vision and including physical education and sport, implies realism as well as the mobilisation 
of significant human and financial resources.  

It also involves very long-term work (probably thirty years or so) that needs to be specified and 
put in place under the direction of Haitian managers with: 

- the constant support of a stabilized and responsible State;  
- a programme of co-operation and exchanges between the professoral staff in Haiti and 

representatives of the Diaspora; 
- a collaboration with foreign universities; 
- the support of external partners. 

The strategy devised will need to take into account the specific needs of the Haïtian population rather 
than one developed according to a standardised model conceived by foreign authorities  
 

For these reasons, it is essential that FEHSU is present and fully involved in all the structures 
that will be called upon to define and to put in place the reconstruction project for the Haitian 
system of higher education, incorporating physical education and sport.  

The credibility of FEHSU and its legitimacy for involvement in the work of the various 
assessment and decision-making authorities, would, without doubt be reinforced by the support 
provided and declared by a major international sports federation (FISU), and by the various sports 
and university bodies recognised at the level of the Caribbean region.   

 
Themes and domains for initiations submitted to the Executive Committee of FISU: A 

realistic action plan must be produced, scheduled over 3 years, initially highlighting the way in which 
the objectives of FEHSU will be implemented (or at least see the start of their implementation). This 
entails the existence of a master plan, setting out: 

• Objectives; 
• The main task or actions relating to each objective;  
• The plan for execution of each task; 
• Who (commission – work group - individuals) will have the first responsibility for each 

task; 
• The resources that will need to be found (financial resources, human resources or of other 

kinds) to ensure the successful completion of each task/each objective. 
 



 

Objectives – Actions – the production by CESU of a document presenting FEHSU and 
the Haiti university system: a status report, human, material and financial resources, conditions 
for the development of a strategic plan, useful contacts. (this present document). 

 
The definition of logistical, material and financial support allocated to FEHSU to enable it to 

maintain a presence for Haitian university sport at national and international level, and involvement in 
the work of preparation of a reconstruction project for the Haiti university system taking into account 
physical education and sport. 

 
 
 
 
 

Projects and Immediate Needs for FEHSU 
 

An initial series of emergency measures submitted for assessment by the FISU EC would enable : 
 

- The organisation of the traditional mini-marathon on 18 May 2010 (flag day and 
university day, the impact would be strong at the symbolic level) 

Erby Beralte is in contact with all the staff of FEHSU, but it would be difficult for them to 
organise the marathon in his absence in that the organisation requires a certain degree of mobilisation 
(the athletics federation, the police, the Red Cross, etc.… ).  

- The involvement of FEHSU (Erby Beralte) in the international conferences for the 
reconstruction of the Haiti university system organised at the Université de Montréal by the 
Association Universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF), 18 and 19 May 2010. It is important to emphasise 
the presence of FEHSU at this (and, as appropriate representation from FISU).  

- Establishment by FEHSU, in co-operation with FISU, ODUPA and ODUCC, of 
contacts with various national and international university bodies involved in the establishment of a 
reconstruction project for the Haiti university system. Involvement in the assessment and decision-
making bodies (in june 2010, CORPUCA meeting in Haïti). 

- Creation of a computer file of organizations and individuals (sports students in 
particular) of the Haitian Diaspora who could bring their support for the FEHSU 

- FEHSU’s involvement in the FISU Forum in Vigo (June 2010) 
- Establishment of a sponsorship system – A sponsorship system in the context of which 

donors (delegates at the Vigo Forum?) could undertake to assist some Haitian students (c. $200 USD 
per month). This would enable them to cope with the expenses of day to day life while pursuing 
voluntary activities within FEHSU.  

- The involvement of a delegation of FEHSU in the 13th ODUCC Games in October 
2010, in the Dominican Republic. 

- Organization of the 15th General Assembly of FEHSU (November 2010). 
- Organization of the various national championships for the 2010 – 2011. 
- Involvement in the Shenzhen Universiade in August 2011. Training and preparation of 

a Haitian team (which could be made up of “local” and “diaspora” athletes), as well as financing for 
travel and accommodation of the delegation. 

 


