
IDB Cultural Center to host Discover Haiti 

art and handcrafts exhibit June 11-27 

Pieces from Donna Karan’s Urban Zen collection and Nomad Two Worlds 

collaborative project 

The Inter-American Development Bank’s Cultural Center will host on June 11-27 

Discover Haiti, an exhibit of handcrafts from the Urban Zen Foundation’s Haitian 

Artisan Project and pieces from the Nomad Two Worlds collaborative arts project. 

Discover Haiti is being organized jointly by the IDB Cultural Center, renowned 

designer Donna Karan’s Urban Zen Foundation and Nomad Two Worlds, a 

foundation established by acclaimed Australian photographer Russell James to 

promote artists from indigenous and marginal communities. 

Donna Karan, who first traveled to Haiti on a humanitarian mission shortly after the 

2010 earthquake, started working with a group of outstanding Haitian artisans, 

developing a collection of distinctive home furnishings and fashion accessories. 

Urban Zen built a strong partnership with the Clinton Foundation, and now with the 

IDB Group, to expand business opportunities for Haiti’s handcraft sector by 

facilitating sustainable access to finance and markets. 

Discover Haiti will showcase stone, wood, metal, horn, cardboard and papier mâché 

artifacts made by craftsmen and women participating in Urban Zen’s Haiti Artisan 

Project in Port-au-Prince, Jacmel and Léogâne. The exhibit will also feature large-

scale art pieces created collaboratively by Russell James and Philippe Dodard, a 

Haitian painter and sculptor selected by Nomad Two Worlds. 

Discover Haiti will be open to the public from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. starting 

Monday, June 11 through Wednesday, June 27. The IDB Cultural Center’s art gallery 

is located on the ground floor of the IDB’s main building at 1300 New York Ave, 

NW, Washington DC. Nearby Metro stations are Metro Station and McPherson 

Square. 

About the IDB 

The Inter-American Development Bank is Haiti’s leading multilateral donor. Since 

the earthquake the IDB has approved more than $520 million in grants and disbursed 

nearly $380 million to help the Haitian government invest in key areas such as 

education, water and sanitation, energy, transportation, agriculture and private sector 
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development. The IDB, the Inter-American Investment Corporation and the 

Multilateral Investment Fund also provide financing for private sector-led projects in 

Haiti. Founded in 1992, the IDB’s Cultural Center promotes Latin American and 

Caribbean arts and culture. Its grants program has assisted cultural projects in Haiti. 

About Urban Zen 

Based in New York City, the Urban Zen Foundation was established by Donna Karan 

to promote change leading to improvements in healthcare, child well-being and the 

preservation of unique cultures. Through the Haiti Artisan Project, Donna Karan is 

working with local craftspeople to develop a sustainable model of commerce that will 

enable them to raise their living standards and preserve their artistic traditions. 

About Nomad Two Worlds 

Originally as a launched collaborative arts project to bridge the cultural divide among 

Australians of different origins, Nomad Two Worlds has developed into a socially 

responsible global business that promotes the traditional arts of indigenous and 

marginalized communities. 

 


