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 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN HAITI: 1804-1915

 CHAPTER IV

 PRIMARY EDUCATION: 1804-1915

 The history of education in Haiti from 1804 to 1915 is an impor
 tant part of Haitian life. This history is an account of what a genera
 tion of former slaves and sons of slaves have done in education largely
 unaided. After the independence, the Haitians toiled courageously and
 established an educational system for present generations to build on.
 In fact, some of the best Haitian schools functioning in the 1970's
 were established during the historical period from 1804 to 1915. Let us
 consider the efforts made at primary education.

 Primary education in Haiti originated during the French coloniza
 tion at the end of the 18th century.1 J. B. Dorsainvil noted that there
 were several institutions of primary education in the colony, but L. C.
 Lh?risson who reported DorsainviPs opinion, and perhaps Dorsainvil
 himself, did not give a list of these schools. Neither did they mention
 whether those schools were private or public, except for that of Mr.
 Boisgirard, a private institution,2 and two other private schools men
 tioned previously in Chapter II (Father Boutin's boarding school and
 Mr. Dorseuil's Schools).

 1 Le?nidas C. Lh?risson, Les Ecoles de Port-au-Prmce (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie
 H. Amblard, 1895), p. 59.

 2 J. B. Dorsainvil quoted by Lh?risson, ibid., p. 59. The original source cannot be
 found for verification.

 La primera parte de la p?gina 1 al 51 se public? en la Revista de Historia de
 Am?rica No. 87, correspondiente a enero-julio/79.
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 Despite the existence of institutions of primary education in Haiti
 before independence, the Haitian leaders had to start anew. The de
 struction of property, school buildings in particular, and the terror of
 the war which drove the majority of the French out of Haiti, left
 virtually nothing to build on. The Constitutions of 1805 and 1807
 specified that a certain number of schools could be established in dif
 ferent locations of the country, but the extent of the implementation
 of those laws is a matter of conjecture.3 However, the first primary
 schools established in Haiti after independence, for which there is ade
 quate evidence, go back to 1816-1817.

 Primary Education in the Northern Kingdom

 Henry I, illiterate head of the Northern Kingdom, wanted to build
 his kingdom on military strength, Negro sovereignty, and good principles
 of education. Born on the British island of Grenada, he admired British
 discipline and organization and was influenced by British models in
 some of his efforts to disseminate instruction to his people. Encour
 aged by his personal physician, Dr. Duncan Stuart (also spelled Ste
 wart),4 a Scottish citizen whose first arrival in Haiti is unknown,5 the
 King became interested in the Lancastrian or monitorial system of edu
 cation.6 But the actual introduction of Lancastrian schools in the Nor
 thern Kingdom was made possible by W. Wilberf orce and Thomas Clark
 son through the intermediary of Prince Saunders (also spelled San
 ders).7 Saunders, a well-educated, free black from Boston, Massachusetts,
 was persuaded by Wilberf orce to become advisor to Henry I.8

 3 Supra., see p. 41.
 4 R. Couplan, Wilberf orce (Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1923), p. 468.
 5 Vergniaud Leconte, Henry Christophe dans l'Histoire D'Haiti (Paris: Berger

 Levrault, 1951), p. 283.
 6 Joseph Lancaster, Improvement in Education 4th. ed. (New York: Sentry Press,

 1973), p. 85. Also: David Salmon, Joseph Lancaster (New York: Longman's Green
 & Co., 1904), p. 7.

 7 Earl L. Griggs and Clifford H. Prator, Henry Christophe - Thomas Clarkson:
 A Correspondence, trans. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1952), p. 9.

 8 Arthur O. White, "Prince Saunders: An Instance of Social Mobility Among
 Antebellum New England Blacks," Journal of Negro History, 60 (October, 1975),
 4, p. 528.
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 In February 1816, Saunders had an audience with the King. Henry
 I immediately sent him to England with a letter for Wilberforce, re
 questing that school teachers be sent to help build a system of educa
 tion.* Speaking to one of his friends, Wilberforce says:

 He [Henry] has requested me to get for him seven schoolmasters, a tutor for
 his son, and seven different professors for a Royal College he desires to found.
 Amongst these are a classical professor, a medical, a surgical, a mathematical
 [sic] and a pharmaceutical chemist.10

 The King's request was honored, at least in part; and on his return
 to Haiti, Saunders was accompanied by two teachers. A year later, four
 others were sent to Haiti.11 All the English teachers were trained in the
 Lancastrian system and with the support of the King, they established
 five primary schools in different cities of the Northern Kingdom.12
 There was one at Cap-Henry, headed by T. B. Gulliver; a second at
 Sans-Souci, whose principal was J. Daniel; a third at Port-de-Paix, di
 rected by Prince Saunders; a fourth at Gonaives, under the leadership
 of G. Sweet; and the last school was at Saint-Marc, under the supervi
 sion of Oxley. Four of the six Englishmen and Prince Saunders were
 directing Haitian schools. However, the activities of the two other En
 glish teachers are not accounted for. Writers of the period mention
 neither their names nor their whereabouts.13

 When the Lancastrian schools were established in the North around

 1816, there were two English missionaries, John Brown and James Catts,
 in the Republic of the South. It is unlikely that Brown and Catts were
 the two English teachers who were not accounted for in the Kingdom
 of the North, because P?tion wrote to the London Methodist Committee
 and asked for missionary help. In fact, a foreigner who spent thirteen
 years in the West Indies sometime before 1878, stated that Brown and

 9 Griggs and Prator, op. cit., p. 92.
 10 Coupland, op. cit., p. 464.
 11 White, op. cit., p. 529.
 12 Catts Pressoir, Le Protestantisme Ha?tien (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie de la

 Soci?t? Biblique et des Livres Religieux d'Haiti, 1945), pp. 78-79.
 13 Le Baron Pamphile de Lacroix, M?moires Pour Servir ? l'Histoire de Saint

 Domingue, 2 Vols., (Paris: Pillet-Ain?, 1819), Vol. 2, p. 299. Also: M. Placide
 Justin, Histoire Politique et Statistique de l'Ile d'Haiti (Paris: Bri?re Librairie, 1826),
 p. 534.
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 Catts came to Haiti as a result of P?tion's request.14 However, a Haitian
 source states that Henry I founded a college, the two divisions of which

 ?Science and Letters? were directed by English teachers.15 These
 teachers may have been those who were not accounted for, but there is
 no conclusive evidence to affirm the case.

 About the Lancastrian schools, an English writer touring the North
 ern Kingdom writes:

 The Haiytian youth were taught reading, writing, the elements of arithmetic,
 and English, and after they had made considerable progress in the latter, the
 business of the school was conducted into that language. This was to introduce
 English into general use. Christophe hated the French and wanted to do away
 with everything that indicated their former possession of the island.16

 Introducing English into general use and doing away with all memories
 of the French in his kingdom were not the primary educational objec
 tives of Henry I, but rather a practical attempt to free the minds of
 his people from the memories of slavery. However, Henry Fs real edu
 cational objectives were to bring his people to the intellectual level of
 the British that he admired passionately. In fact, after visting the Lan
 castrian school at Cap-Henry, the English visitor says:

 Among the first things which I visited, after my arrival in Haiti, was the school
 established at Cap-Fran?ois [sic]. The place appropriated to this purpose was a
 large building, situated in a retired and elevated part of the town, and was
 properly arranged, and as perfectly furnished with all the necessary apparatus,
 as the best schools conducted on this system [Lancastrian] are prepared in En
 gland. . . .Since my return to England, I have visited the Central School of the
 British and Foreign School Society, in the Borough-Road, London; and granting,
 as every one must, that it is conducted with admirable order, yet I confess I
 could not perceive its superiority, in point of general discipline to that consisting
 of the Haytian youth at Cape-Fran?ois.

 14 F. Eidin, Treize Ans de S?jour Aux Antilles (Toulouse: Soci?t? des Livres
 Religieux, 1878), p. 117.

 15 Marie Gagneron, The Development of Education in Haiti, Unpublished Mas
 ter's Thesis, Atlanta University, 1941, p. 21, Atlanta University Libraries, Atlanta,
 Georgia.
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 . . While the school at Cape-Fran?ois was in this flourishing condition, and
 presented such satisfactory proofs of the capacity and application of the Haytian
 youth; those established at Gonaives, St.-Marc, Port-Royal, and at other places,
 were, I understood (for I had not an opportunity of visiting them) in a state
 equally encouraging and prosperous.17

 As the English writer has suggested, schools other than the original
 five were established by the King. In fact, Brutus, a Haitian writer,
 states that at the death of Henry I, in 1820, there were ten primary
 schools in the Northern Kingdom. All were patterned after the Lancast
 rian system, and they were located at Cap-Henry, Sans-Souci, Port-de
 Paix, Gonaives, St.-Marc, Port-Royal, Limbe, Borgne, Jean-Rabel, and
 Plaisance.18 In addition to these schools, Brutus suggests there were four
 other primary schools in the Northern Kingdom, but he was not able
 to confirm their existence. It is believed they were located at Dondon,
 Grande-Rivi?re-du-Nord, and Quartier-Morin.19 Since information on
 these schools is limited, it is difficult to know what happened in them.
 If, in fact, they did exist, one may assume they followed the same
 program recommended for the other schools established in the Northern
 Kingdom.

 Primary Education in the Southern Republic

 In 1817, a year after the introduction of Lancastrian schools in the
 Northern Kingdom, two Methodist missionaries, John Brown and James
 Catts established a Lancastrian school at Port-au-Prince with the sup
 port of P?tion, President of the Southern Republic.20 Thomas Bost
 worth, an English instructor who had distinguished himself in such
 schools in Boston, Massachusetts, and who may have known Prince
 Saunders, directed the school.21

 16 William W. Harvey, Sketches of Hayti; From the Expulsion of the French to
 the Death of Christophe (London: L. B. Seeley and Son, 1829), p. 201.

 17 Ibid., pp. 202, 204, 208.
 18 Edner Brutus, Instruction Publique en Haiti: 1492-1945 (Port-au-Prince: Im

 primerie de l'Etat, 1948), p. 38.
 19 Ibid., p. 39.
 20 Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 8.
 21 Pressoir, op. cit., p. 79.
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 P?tion, unfortunately, did not establish other primary schools dur
 ing his regime. When he died in 1818, there was only one primary school
 in the south, the Lancastrian school founded by the English missionaries.

 However, before his death, President P?tion had shown enough interest
 to nationalize the school.22

 Primary Education After Reunification
 of Haiti in 1820

 Jean-Pierre Boyer, who succeeded P?tion, reunited the two fractions
 of the country after Henry Ts death. Boyer did not show much interest
 in education; it was under his government that the schools left by Hen
 ry I were closed. Prince Saunders who remained in Cap-Haitian, writes
 to Clarkson and says:

 P?tion's republic is 20 years behind the Kingdom left by Christophe, all Chris
 tophen cherished profits were destroyed. The numerous schools and academies

 which were established throughout the King's dominions are abolished, and most
 of the buildings themselves have been defaced or entirely torn down by these
 unprincipled barbarians.23

 Saunder's sharp criticism of the leaders of the Southern Republic could
 be taken for blind exaggeration, but other writers lamented the con
 dition of the schools left by the King. An English citizen in residence
 in Haiti writes:

 In the north, the public schools established by Christophe, who really made
 efforts to disseminate knowledge and to improve the morals of the people, have
 all been suspended and the houses turned into barracks for the military, to the
 utter disgrace of the government.24

 Dr. Stuart, the former physician to the King, also writes to Clarkson six
 months after Henry Fs death and says: "His dreams died with him. The

 22 Brutus, op. cit., p. 67.
 23 Hubert Cole, Christophe, King of Haiti (New York: Viking, 1967), p. 275.
 24 James Franklin, The Present State of Hayti (Santo-Domingo) With Remarks

 on its Agriculture, Commerce, Laws, Religion, Finance and Population... etc, (Lon
 don: J. Murray, 1828), p. 398.
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 educational system quickly collapsed. Every day something tran
 spires/'25 In response to these complaints, Wilberforce, who, more than
 Clarkson, helped build the schools, writes to President Boyer:

 I cannot but hope that the seeds of knowledge and civilization which have
 already been sown among you will not be torn up and exterminated; but, on
 the contrary, that they will be suffered to grow up and produce their good fruits
 for the improvement and happiness of the Haytian people. I am confident that
 you never can harbour the unjust opinion, that because the late King of Hayti
 was the friend of instruction and the establisher of schools, any prejudice against
 them should be entertained.26

 Despite Wilberforce's appeal, the schools left by Henry I were closed
 and the buildings demolished. Worse than that, when the Dominican
 Republic was brought under Haitian control, Boyer closed the Univer
 sity of Santo Domingo.

 President Boyer, whose government lasted twenty-five years, from
 1818 to 1843, did not add to the number of schools left by P?tion.27

 Much of the burden of primary education had to be carried by private
 initiatives. As a result, several private schools were founded. The most
 popular ones were those of Mrs. Buenostro, Mr. Durand, and Mrs. Me
 resse.28 The school of Mrs. Granville, that of Mr. Graville, and that of

 Mrs. Jonathas Granville (these are three different persons) were also
 mentioned.29 Finally there was the school of Miss Zeila Brouad, located
 at Rue Bonne Foi, near the Cathedral of Port-au-Prince.30

 After Boyer's death (from 1844 to 1847), four presidents took of
 fice in rapid succession. M. B. Bird, a Methodist missionary in Haiti,
 described those years as of unceasing civil strife which made it difficult
 and even dangerous for children to go to school.31 Despite this situation,
 Bird opened a primary school at Port-au-Prince in 1846.32

 25 Coupland, op. cit., p. 469.
 26 Robert Issac Wilberforce (ed.), The Correspondence of W. Wilberforce, 2

 Vols. (Philadelphia: Henry Perkins, 1841), Vol. I, p. 290.
 27 Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 9.
 28 Le T?l?graphe (Haiti), December 12, 1839.
 29 Brutus, op. cit., pp. 77-80.
 30 L'Union (Haiti), January 24, 1839.
 31 M. B. Bird, L'Homme Noir ou Notes Historiques Sur UInd?pendence Haitienne

 (Edinburgh: Imprime par Murray et Gibb, 1876), p. 78.
 32 Pressoir, op. cit., p. 208.
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 Prior to 1848, public instruction was available mostly to children
 in urban areas. But the law of December 29, 1848, of which Articles
 117, 118, and 119 have been analyzed previously,33 established primary
 schools in rural areas where 8 5 percent of the population lived in com
 plete ignorance. If the stipulations of Articles 117, 118, and 119 were
 faithfully carried out, as Daniel Fignol? claimed they were ? basing
 his opinion on the increasing number of rural schools ? one might con
 clude that a new era had opened in Haitian education.34 Indeed, by
 1859, eleven years after the law was enacted, there were 118 primary
 schools in Haiti.35 This was an appreciable improvement over the period
 prior to 1848.

 Fran?ois Elie Dubois' appointment as Minister of Public Instruction
 in February 1860 was beneficial to the development of education. Being
 an experienced educator, Dubois revolutionized Haitian education. He
 held office for two and one-half years, but his reform of Haitian Pub
 lic Instruction lasted for more than sixty years. In fact, his reforms
 were only slightly revised for the first time in 1923. When Dubois took
 office, he reorganized' the Commission for Public Instruction, hired
 new school inspectors and dismissed incompetent principals and tea
 chers, and hired qualified ones at higher salaries. He gave new direction
 to primary, secondary, and higher education, established numerous ru
 ral schools, pioneered vocational schools, proposed new curricula for
 different levels of instruction, made primary school attendance com
 pulsory, at least according to law, and increased by October, 1861 the
 number of institutions of primary education from 118 to 229.36 Dubois
 truly deserves the title of Father of Haitian Education.

 Primary schools in Haiti, for some unexplained reasons were not
 popular during the period 1804 to 1915. The number of functioning
 schools changed considerably. In 1886, an English historian expressed
 the attitude of the people and that of the Haitian government toward
 schooling:

 33 Supra., see p. 41.
 34 Daniel Fignol?, L'Instruction Publique en Haiti, 3 Vols., (Port-au-Prince:

 Imprimerie le R?veil, 1945), Vol. I, p. 25.
 85 Brutus, op. cit., pp. 184-185.
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 M. Sequy-Villevalien kept the best private school or college that Port-au-Prince
 had ever seen. . . His school, however, deteriorated in late years from his inability

 to secure superior teachers, arising first from parents not pacing their school
 bills, and secondly from the government omitting to settle their account with
 the bursars.37

 The same historian, during the same year, reported:

 Education in Haiti is too often sacrificed to political exigencies, and a master
 of high school [sic] is not chosen for his capacity, but for political leanings.38

 With such practices, it is easy to understand the difficulties of main
 taining the schools already in existence. Sometimes, the government had
 to make major efforts to keep the schools open; at other times it know
 ingly reported an inaccurate number of schools. In 1875, for example,
 the government of Michel Domingue reported 270 primary schools for
 boys, 267 for girls, and 252 rural schools, for a total of 789 primary
 schools.39 This figure, according to Brutus, was not accurate. The pub
 lished numbers represented the goals of the government for public
 schools, not the actual numbers of functioning schools.40 In fact a Major
 Stuart (identified only by the last name), as a result of an informative
 visit in Haiti, reported in 1876 a total of 365 primary schools, not 789.41
 A year later, under the new government of President Boisrond Canal,
 the statistics for primary schools, as reported in the Expos? G?n?ral de
 la Situation of 1877 (a yearly governmental report) revealed a total of
 356 schools.42 This number was closer to the estimate of Major Stuart.

 President Canal had good plans for education, but the majority of
 the members of the House of Representatives were opposed to his edu
 cational program. This opposition was the result of Canal's separation
 from Boyer Bazelais whose political ambitions were supported by many

 36 Ibid., pp. 184-185, 193-194.
 37 Spencer B. Saint-John, Haiti ou La R?publique Noire (Paris: E. Pion, Nourrit.,

 1886), pp. 260, 265.
 38 Ibid., pp. 265-266.
 39 Brutus, op. cit., p. 264.
 40 Ibid., p. 252.
 41 Saint-John, op. cit., p. 252.
 42 Expos? G?n?ral de la Situation (Haiti), 1877.
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 members of the House of Representatives. The conflict was detrimental
 to both urban and rural schools, and when Canal left office three years
 later in 1889, there were 366 primary schools which represented only
 a slight increase over previous statistics.43 But the real problem that
 handicapped primary instruction was not the number of schools. It was
 financial. As a result, buildings to house the schools were inadequate,
 furniture was dilapidated, teachers incompetent, teaching methods di
 versified, and inspectors neglected their duties. It was in the midst of
 this situation that Salomon took office as President of the Republic.

 Salomon bore the burden of reforming the school system, but, like
 Canal, he had to face the opposition of Bazelais and his supporters.
 President Salomon defeated Bazelais' coalition, but at great financial
 cost which left no funds to devote to education; he had spent public
 funds to wage war against what he called the enemies of the State.44 On
 September 15, 1887, J?r?mie, a member of the House of Representa
 tives, proposed an increase of 400 rural schools. Although not established,
 the proposed schools were counted as actual ones. Both Logan45 and
 Bouchereau46 have taken these data without question as affirming the
 existence of 606 primary schools in 1888. Brutus, on the other hand,
 argued that under the financial conditions of the late 1880's, after the
 civil strife between the established government and Boyer Bazelais;'
 coalition, there could not have been enough public funds to add 400
 schools to the existing number. Brutus claimed that the proposed 400
 schools were not established. Therefore, they should not be included in
 the official report of 1888.47 Later, on September 22, 1890, Saint-Ange
 Jacques, also a member of the House of Representatives, proposed that
 504 rural schools be established, one for each of the 504 rural commu
 nes. Septimus Rameau, the State Treasurer, argued lack of funds and
 opposed the project. But the Expos? G?n?ral de la Situation^ of 1893
 1894 included 504 rural schools in the statistics. Brutus objected again,
 and claimed that more than four-fifths of the 504 schools had never

 43 Brutus, op. cit., pp. 284-286.
 44 Le Moniteur (Haiti), May 15, 1887.
 45 Rayford Logan, "Education in Haiti," Journal of Negro History, 15 (October,

 1930), 1: 422.
 46 Bouchereau, op. cit., pp. 244.
 47 Brutus, op. cit., pp. 290-291.
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 been established.48 However, eighteen years later, in 1912, there were
 reported approximately 653 primary schools in Haiti.49 These included
 both state and nonstate supported institutions.

 Protestant and Catholic Primary Schools

 Protestant and Catholic missionaries often are accused of conceal
 ing their search for converts under the veil of aid to education or that
 of humanitarianism, but they frequently have rendered valuable service
 to developing countries. When newly independent Haiti was in need of
 educational aid to forge her destiny, various religious groups, free from
 the agony of political and financial corruption established schools which
 functioned successfully. These religious schools may be divided into two
 groups, the Protestant and the Catholic. The Protestant constituted the
 first group of foreigners to enter Haiti. Beside Prince Saunders, the
 Lancastrian teachers, and the Methodist missionaries, it is believed that
 President Boyer, on Prince Saunder's request, allowed 2,000 American
 Negroes from the Boston area to migrate to freedom in Haiti in 1821.
 These Americans, according to a Haitian historian, established Baptist
 and Methodist churches and several schools.50

 In 1829, the Reverend M. B. Bird, of the Wesley an Missionary So
 ciety of London, arrived in Cap-Hatien. His immediate goal was to
 Christianize the Haitians, but he recognized that education was needed
 badly and it could be used as a channel to spread the Gospel. Added to
 this, the Haitian government asked him to help in establishing schools.
 In 1846, the Reverend Mr. Bird opened a primary school in a church
 building, and 300 students were enrolled on the opening day. A perma
 nent building then was designed, built with free-will offerings and ded
 icated on July 1, 1846.51 Besides the Methodist school, other Protestant

 missionaries, although not specified, have established primary schools

 48 Ibid., pp. 300-301.
 49 Ibid., p. 390.
 50 J. C. Dorsainvil, Lectures Historiques (Port-au-Prince: Compagnie Lithrogra

 phique d'Haiti, 1927), p. 82.
 51 Bird, op. cit., p. 216.
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 in Haiti, according to Elie Dubois, Minister of Public Instruction from
 1860 to 1862.52

 The Catholic missionaries who established schools in Haiti had more
 success than any other group of foreigners. This was the result of finan
 cial support they received from the Haitian government. Schools estab
 lished by the Catholics took the name of congregationalist schools.
 There were three Catholic congregations in Haiti; the Brothers of
 Christian Instruction, the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Cluny, and the
 Daughters of Wisdom.

 On May 13, 1863, six Brothers of Christian Instruction arrived and
 established their first school at Port-au-Prince on October 30, of the
 same year. By 1894, there were seventy Brothers in Haiti, directing
 twenty schools: five at Port-au-Prince, and one in each of the following
 locations: P?tion-Ville, L?ogane, Anse-?-Veau, J?r?mie, Cayes, Jacmel,
 Saint-Marc, Gonaives, Port-de-Paix, Cap-Haitien, Saint-Louis-du-Nord,
 Grande Rivi?re-du-Nord, Miragoane, Petit-Goave, and Gros-Morne.53

 On June 5, 1864, four members of the Congregation of the Sisters
 of Saint Joseph of Cluny arrived in Haiti. On February 9, 1865, they
 opened a boarding school for girls at Port-au-Prince. They taught read
 ing, writing, religion, French, arithmetic, handwork, and housekeep
 ing.54 Encouraged by their success, they opened another school in the
 same city on May 1 of the same year. In 1872, the Sisters of Saint Joseph
 of Cluny established a school in Cap-Haitien. Later, as their members
 increased, they established schools at P?tion-Ville, Fort-Libert?, Grande
 Rivi?re-du-Nord, Trou-du-Nord, Gonaives, Gros-Morne, Grande-Sali
 ne, Saint-Marc, Terre-?Neuve, Jacmel, Aquin, Cayes, Port-?-Piment,
 Anse-d'Hainault, Corail, Bellad?re, and Grand-Goave.55 In 1885, they
 had established nine schools, nineteen in 1895, and thirty-six in 1903.56

 Although the arrival date of the Daughters of Wisdom is not re
 corded, they opened their first school at Port-au-Prince, on November

 52 Fran?ois Elie Dubois, Deux Ans et Demie de Minist?re 2?me ?dition, Augmen
 t?e (Paris: P. A. Boudier, 1867), p. 69.

 53 St?nio Vincent et L. C. Lh?risson, (eds.) La L?gislation de L'Instruction Pu
 blique: 1804-1895 (Paris: Vve. Ch. Dunod et p. Vicq., 1895), pp. 42-43.

 54 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), September 27, 1899.
 55 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., pp. 43-44.
 66 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), December 21, 1903.
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 11, 1875.57 By 1894, they had established seventeen schools58 and by
 1903 twenty-three.59

 Catholic missionaries have had an enduring influence on Haitian
 education. The Brothers concentrated on education for boys, while the
 Sisters educated girls. Prior to the arrival of the Catholic Sisters educa
 tion for girls, if not totally neglected, was secondary to that of boys.

 Primary Schools for Girls

 It is difficult to find an account of primary schools for girls because
 their instruction was not considered important. This is one of the results
 of a male-oriented society which had originated in the colonial period.
 In fact, during the period from 1804 to 1915, little was done to educate
 Haitian women.

 There is no reliable account of public schools for Haitian girls be
 fore 1844. Bouchereau, referring to Logan's "Education in Haiti," be
 lieved that Henry I asked six English women to establish schools for
 girls in his kingdom.60 But reliable English historians such as Harvey
 and Candler, who visited the schools established for boys in the Northern
 Kingdom, did not mention schools for girls. Harvey, on the other hand,
 writes:

 It is to be lamented that no provision was made for the education of the female
 of Hayti. .. .The female population was allowed to remain in entire ignorance.
 No pains were taken, no method was adopted, nor even contemplated, for in
 structing their mind, or correcting their manners.61

 The Constitution of 1843 was the first one to recognize the necessi
 ty of providing education for girls. Article 31 stated:

 Education is free and schools are established according to population. Each com
 mune has primary schools for both sexes. These schools are gratis. ..62

 57 Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 40.
 58 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 44.
 59 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), December 21, 1903.
 60 Bouchereau, op. cit., p. 11.
 61 Harvey, op. cit., p. 2i6.
 62 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 114.
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 In 1844, the Minister of Public Instruction announced the establishment
 of a primary school for girls at Port-au-Prince.63 This was the first
 primary school of record established for them.64 Despite this, education
 for girls did not become actually the official responsibility of the gov
 ernment until 1848. Articles 71 to 77, 80, 85 to 87, 89, 90, 93, and 107
 to 113 of the Law of December 29, 1848, decreed that education for
 girls should be equivalent to that of boys, but there is no evidence that
 the law was enforced.65 It appears, on the contrary, that this law had
 not been implemented as late as 1860. Elie Dubois, Minister of Public
 Instruction, had to revive the commitments of this law and took the
 initiative in creating appropriate schools. The arrival of the Catholic
 nuns in Haiti in the 1860's provided a bigger share of educational op
 portunities for Haitian girls and set the standard for development of
 female education.

 The development of primary education in Haiti was characterized
 by both successes and failures. Although the political leadership made
 genuine efforts to establish primary education on solid ground, the un
 certainties of politics and economics prevented the government from
 reaching its goal. Despite Article 24 of the Constitution of 1889, which
 stated that "Education is free. Primary education is compulsory. Public
 instruction is gratis at all levels,"66 schooling for the masses of peasants
 in rural areas was almost totally absent, and most primary schools in
 urban areas were exclusively for boys.

 CHAPTER V

 SECONDARY EDUCATION: 1804-1915

 The establishment of secondary schools antedates primary schools
 and goes back to 1816. After the independence, secondary education
 was one of the most important levels in Haitian education. In fact,

 63 Ibid., p. 431.
 64 Bouchereau, op. cit., p. 12.
 65 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., pp. 141-145, 147-148.
 66 Ibid., p. 11.
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 secondary instruction was well developed and better organized than
 primary instruction. Although they had their problems, secondary in
 struction was not affected by political events, financial crisis, and civil
 strife as much as the primary schools were.1 This was the result of a
 greater interest in secondary education. Such interest can be explained
 in terms of social status that came with graduation from a secondary
 school. Such graduation was a key to membership in Haiti's intellectual
 elite. It was also the principal requirement for admission to Haitian
 schools of higher education.

 Secondary education was offered in lyc?es and coll?ges. A lyc?e was
 a public institution of learning devoted solely to secondary education,
 while a college was a private institution offering either primary or sec
 ondary instruction or both. A coll?ge, unlike the state lyc?e, required
 a fee for enrollment.

 Secondary Education in the Northern Kingdom

 The efforts made to develop secondary education in the Northern
 Kingdom were the result of Henry I's ambition to disseminate advanced
 instruction to his people. Rulx L?on claims that Henry I established the
 Lyc?e de Sans-Souci in 1813 with Gelin Hypolite, one of the first Hai
 tians to be educated in France, as its principal.2 However, the existence
 of this lyc?e remains so obscure that neither historians nor educators
 have ever given Henry I credit for establishing the first Haitian lyc?e.
 However, all agree that the King established a coll?ge, the Royal Col
 lege, at Cap-Henry, between 1816 and 1817.8

 Speaking about the college, Harvey says:

 1 Le Moniteur (Haiti), August 15-18, 1906.
 2 Rulx L?on, Propos D'Histoire D'Haiti (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie de l'Etat,

 1945), p. 268.
 3 Earl L. Griggs and Clifford H. Prator, Henry Christophe - Thomas Clarkson:

 A Correspondence, trans. (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press,
 1950), p. 64.
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 The Royal College was similar to the grammar schools-,4 or the most respectable
 academies, in England . . . Latin, English, French composition, history, geography,
 and mathematics were taught in the College.5

 Though generally a lyc?e was a state institution and a coll?ge was
 private, it is not known whether or not the Royal College was a private
 institution. The Royal College was established by the government of

 Henry I, but its name indicates that it was a private institution. Was
 it the lyc?e L?on refers to, or was the name "Royal College" a conven
 ient one to immortalize the benefactor, or was the name taken from
 a school in England? These questions remain unanswered.

 Secondary Education in the Southern Kepublic

 In 1816, President P?tion, a French educated mulatto, established
 Le Lyc?e de Port-au-Prince.6 This lyc?e which later bore the name of
 its founder: Le Lyc?e Alexandre P?tioit, is regarded as the first histori
 cally authenticated Haitian lyc?e. Logan regards the establishment of
 this lyc?e as the "first step toward education in Haiti."7

 When Le Lyc?e Alexandre P?tion was first established, ancient and
 modern languages, rhetoric, logic, civics, and the elements of science
 were taught. Admission was limited to the sons of those who rendered
 outstanding services to the country and whose fathers died during the
 war for independence, leaving no money for their education.8

 In 1844, when Honor? F?ry became the first Minister of Public In
 struction, he tried to extend admission to this lyc?e to all capable students
 without regard to services rendered to the country by their fathers. But
 he did not hold office long enough to make the change. Francisque,

 4 The grammar school in England is a secondary school.
 5 William W. Harvety, Sketches of Haiti: Prom the Expulsion of the French to

 the Death of Christophe (London: L. B. Seeley and Son, 1829), pp. 211-212.
 6 Le?nidas C. Lh?risson, Les Ecoles de Port-au-Prince: Historique, Organization,

 Statistique (Port-au-Prince: A. Amblard, 1895), p. 6.
 7 Rayford W. Logan, "Education in Haiti," Journal of Negro History, 15 (Oc

 tober, 1930), p. 412.
 8 St?nio Vincent et L. C. Lh?risson (eds.), La L?gislation de l'Instruction Publi

 que: 1804-1895 (Paris: Vve. Ch. Dunod et P. Vicq., 1895), pp. 36-38.
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 who succeeded F?ry, extended admission to the Lyc?e to all capable
 students.9

 Despite the concept that a lyc?e requires no tuition for enrollment,
 the Haitian newspaper UUnion, in publishing the requirements in 1838
 for admission to the Lyc?e Alexandre P?tion, included the following:

 $25.00 per month for boarding students $12.00 per month for half-boarders
 $3.00 or 4.00 per month for day-students depending on their classification. Four
 dollars for advanced students, and $3.00 for all others.10

 These charges, according to the same newspaper, included school sup
 plies, laundry services, and board and room for boarding students and
 lunches for half-boarders. But it was not explained why day-students
 had to pay three or four dollars per month. Having completed both
 primary and secondary study in Haiti, the writer knows that it is cus
 tomary for public schools to require a minimal contribution for the
 purchase of chalk, pen, pencil, ink, and paper, and for the maintenance
 of blackboards. These contributions usually are put under the label
 of "school supplies." It is likely that the three or four dollars required of
 day-students were used for such a purpose.

 Secondary Education After Reunification
 of Haiti in 1820

 After the death of President P?tion in the South and that of Henry
 I in the North, Haiti was reunited under the presidency of Jean-Pierre
 Boyer.11 Although Boyer was not interested in education, Le Lyc?e Alex
 andre P?tion was not adversely affected.

 Phillipe Guerrier succeeded Boyer as president in 1844. Guerrier,
 surrounded by Ministers of Public Instruction such as F?ry and Francis

 9 Edner Brutus, Instruction Publique en Haiti: 1492-1945 (Port-au-Prince: Im
 primerie de l'Etat, 1948), p. 161.

 10 L'Union (Haiti), February 1, 1838. The dollar in this account is the Ameri
 can dollar which was in circulation in Haiti.

 11 Supra., see p. 38.

 49

This content downloaded from 129.11.21.2 on Mon, 17 Oct 2016 15:32:11 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 Job B. Clement  R. H. A. N?m. 88

 que, took an interest in formal education. On July 1, 1844, he estab
 lished at Cap-Haitien a lyc?e which still bears his name (Le Lyc?e Phil
 lipe Guerrier). On February 8, 1845, he established another lyc?e at
 Cayes.12 Guerrier's government lasted only two years, but his accomplish
 ments in education will be remembered for a long time. The lyc?e at
 Cap-Haitien, for example, was regarded in 1886 as the best in Haiti,
 and it has furnished distinguished scholars in both sciences and human
 ities.13

 Three regimes followed that of Guerrier, but none of them estab
 lished a lyc?e. Students continued to converge on Port-au-Prince, Cap

 Haitien, and Cayes for their secondary studies. In 1859, Nicolas Gef
 frard became President of Haiti. Aided by Fran?ois Elie Dubois, Minis
 ter of Public Instruction, Geffrard established a lyc?e at Gonaives, on

 November 4, 1860, and another at Jacmel during the same year.14 After
 these, the Haitian population had to wait another forty-four years be
 fore another lyc?e was established. This was because of political uncer
 tainty and mismanagement of public funds. On April 5, 1904, Presi
 dent Nord Alexis established a lyc?e at J?r?mie.15

 As a result, six lyc?es were established in Haiti between 1804 and
 1915. Despite political and economics difficulties, all still are functioning
 today. Each began with minimal programs of study but extended their
 curricula later. Le Lyc?e Alexandre P?tion, for example, which started
 with a curriculum of six subjects in 1816, offered the following cour
 ses by 1860: writing, linear drawing, academic drawing, French, Latin,
 Spanish, English, Greek, mythology, history and geography of Haiti,
 cosmology, mathematics, botany, zoology, rhetoric, philosophy, applied
 chemistry, and experimental physics.16

 As of 1915, the lyc?e continued to provide instruction free of charge
 to all qualified students. In terms of general discipline and the per

 12 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 38.
 13 Expos? G?n?ral de la Situation (Haiti), 1886.
 14 Fran?ois Elie Dubois, Deux Ans et Demie de Minist?re. 2?me. ?dition, augmen

 t?e (Paris: P. A. Boudier, 1867), p. 308.
 15 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), April 5, 1905.
 16 Brutus, op. cit., p. 163.
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 centage of successful candidates on national examinations, they were
 also among the best of the Haitian secondary schools.

 Protestant and Catholic Secondary Schools

 The task of educating post-primary Haitian students became so
 large that the government could not carry it out alone. Religious groups

 were asked to help, and they responded according to their resources.
 Both Protestant and Catholic groups helped institute secondary schools.

 The Protestants were represented by the Methodist missionaries. In
 response to increasing demand for secondary schooling from both par
 ents and students, the Methodist missionaries transformed the primary
 school they had established in 1846 into a secondary school, Le Coll?ge

 Wesleyan, in about 1893.17 In 1894, the college was renamed in honor
 of its founder, the Reverend Mr. Bird. It became the Coll?ge Bird.18

 Catholic aid to Haitian secondary education was the result of a
 concordat signed between the Haitian government and the Holy See.
 On March 28, 1860, at Rome, final approval was given to the hundred
 year agreement. The main clause of this document was to make Cathol
 icism the state religion of Haiti in exchange for educational aid. Under
 this agreement, Catholic priests and nuns came to Haiti and organized
 several schools in the country. These schools, although subsidized by the
 government, were not affected by political shake-ups because the priests
 and nuns had complete autonomy. However, since the control of all
 education, public and private, was a responsibility of the state, the
 Catholic schools had to follow all curricula and regulations prescribed
 by the Office of the Minister of Public Instruction.

 In 1862, the priests of the Order of the Holy Ghost and the nuns
 of the Congregation of Saint-Joseph, under the leadership of the Rev
 erend Father Consquer, arrived in Haiti and established a seminary for,

 17 Catts Pressoir, Le Protestantisme Haitien (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie de la
 Soci?t? Biblique et des Livres Religieux D'Haiti, 1945), p. 316.

 18 Ibid., pp. 315-317
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 the sole purpose of preparing Haitian priests. This seminary was located
 at P?tion-Ville, a middle-class suburb of Port-au-Prince.19 In 1865, due
 to the increasing need for secondary schools, the seminary was moved to
 Port-au-Prince and a secondary school section was added to it. As a con
 sequence, it was named Le Petit S?minaire Coll?ge Saint-Martial. The
 Reverend Father Degerine was the principal.20 On September 8, 1890,
 the priests established, also at Port-au-Prince, Ulnstitution Saint-Louis
 de Gonzague.21

 The establishment of the Petit S?minaire Coll?ge Saint-Martial and
 the Institution Saint-Louis de Gonzague had a beneficial effect on Hai
 tian education. Being private and also subsidized by the Haitian govern

 ment, these schools had enough resources to attract competent gradu
 ates from the best universities of France to be teachers. These schools

 unfortunately attracted students mostly from the elite families. As a
 result, the distance between Haitian social classes widened.

 Le Coll?ge Bird, Le Petit S?minaire Coll?ge Saint-Martial and Vlns
 titution Saint-Louis de Gonzague, as was customary practice, were
 brought under the supervision of the Office of the Minister of Public
 Instruction for purposes of establishing a uniform curriculum in all

 Haitian secondary schools. These institutions continue to function and,
 with the national lyc?es, they provide instruction to Haitian youth.

 Secondary Schools Established
 by Individual Initiative

 Private, non-church affiliated institutions always were encouraged,
 and they played an important role in Haitian education. At a time when
 the government could not provide educational opportunities for those
 who wanted an education, many individuals and groups of individuals
 responded to the challenge by establishing private schools.

 19 J. C. Dorsainvil, Manuel D'Histoire D'Haiti (Port-au-Prince: privately print
 ed, 1934), p. 84.

 20 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., pp. 45-46.
 21 Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 44.
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 It is unfortunate that no complete listing of secondary schools orig
 inating from private initiative is available. However, the names of some
 of these schools can be determined. They are Ulnstitution Plesance and
 UEcole Secondaire,22 Le Coll?ge Secondaire de la Capitale,2* Le Coll?ge
 Gr?goire,24 UEcole Libre de Mr. S?basse,25 Le Coll?ge Centenaire,26 and
 Le Coll?ge Louv?rture?1 All these schools werfe located at Port-au
 Prince.

 Le Coll?ge Louverture, which seems to be the best among these
 schools, was established in 1895 by Le?nidas C. Lh?risson, author of
 Les Ecoles de Port-au-Prince (Port-au-Prince: H. Amblard, 1895) and
 coauthor of La L?gislation de Ulnstructioit Publique: 1804-1831 (Par
 is: Vve. Ch. Dunod et P. Vicq., 1895). A general report of Le Coll?ge
 Louverture, covering the period 1895 to 1906, was made in October
 1906. It showed that a total of 972 students had been admitted to this

 secondary school. Th<ree hundred-eighteen were attending currently,
 and 654 had been graduated. Among the graduates, eighty-four were
 engaged in various small industries, eighty-one were businessmen, fifty
 three held high positions in the government, twenty-one were educators,
 twenty were lawyers, thirteen were pharmacists, six were physicians,
 and the rest held various positions in trade and business. Only twenty
 four did not report a profession or a special skill.28

 Private secondary schools were required to adopt all curricula, rules,
 and regulations recommended by the Office of the Minister of Public
 Instruction. Most of them were co-educational because they could not
 find enough boys to maintain all male classes. Although their existence
 seemed to be short, they rendered important service to youth.

 22 Ibid., p. 71.
 23 Le Moniteur (Haiti), January 29, 1870
 24 Le Moniteur (Haiti), March 27, 1879.
 25 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), June 9, 1900.
 26 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), February 11, 1903.
 27 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), October 3, 1906.
 28 Loe. cit.
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 Secondary Schools for Women

 Education for women always has been subordinate to that of men.
 In fact, public secondary schooling for women was not officially orga
 nized until 1893. Prior to that date, apart from a few private secondary
 schools which admitted young women, the existence of any institution
 of secondary instruction dedicated exclusively to the instruction of wo
 men is not known.

 The law of 1893 established secondary schooling for women as an
 advanced form of primary school. It was called VEcole Primaire Su
 p?rieure,2* and the curriculum, which called for three years of study
 beyond the Certificat dyEtudes Primaires, included French language
 and literature, English, Spanish, applied arithmetic, experimental ge
 ometry, elementary accounting, library science, elementary physics and
 chemistry, natural history, hygiene, cosmography, important events in
 Haitian and world history, domestic economy, principles of public speak
 ing, drawing, piano and voice lessons, handwork, sewing, and em
 broidery.80 At the end of their third year, the students were examined
 by a jury made up of teachers and government supervisors. Successful
 candidates were granted a Certificat d'Etudes Secondaires Specides.31
 As in the case of boys, public secondary schools for women were gratis.82
 By 1895, the government had established six secondary institutions for
 women.83

 Secondary schools developed faster than primary schools. The govern
 ment could not establish enough institutions of secondary education to
 satisfy the demand, but Protestant and Catholic missionaries and some

 Haitian citizens added few secondary schools to those established by the
 government. During more than three-quarters of the 19th century,
 secondary instruction was offered for men only in public school, but

 29 Madeleine G. S. Bouchereau, Education des Femmes en Haiti (Port-au-Prince:
 Imprimerie de l'Etat, 1944), p. 16.

 30 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., pp. 35, 36.
 31 Ibid., p. 408.
 32 Bouchereau, op. cit., p. 17.
 83 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 94.
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 at the end of the century separate institutions of secondary schooling
 were established for women.

 CHAPTER VI

 VOCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION:
 1804-1915

 Vocational and professional schools always were important levels of
 instruction in Haiti. Vocational education, the development of manual
 skills, was called Enseignement Professional. It was offered in specialized
 vocational schools. Professional education, the preparation for the prac
 tice of the more traditional high status occupations such as medicine,
 dentistry, and law, was referred to as Enseignement Sup?rieur. Profes
 sional education has been offered always in institutions of higher learn
 ing similar to North American universities, although smaller in size.

 Haiti always has been an agricultural country. Indeed, the Haitians
 were taught by the French colonists that all riches come from the soil.
 Despite early informal efforts to teach Haitian youth the best agricul
 tural and other manual skills that were taught in France, vocational
 education was never of much interest to Haitians during the first fifty
 years after independence, for the years spent in slavery had prejudiced
 the Haitian mind against the value of developing manual skills.

 Vocational Education for Men

 In 1846, President Jean-Baptiste Riche established La Maison Cen
 trale (The Central House) at Port-au-Prince to rehabilitate convicts
 and thus curb crime. Juvenile delinquents were brought in, but later
 parents also sent their well-behaved sons there to acquire some skills.
 Thus, La Maison Centrale was transformed into a vocational center for
 young people. It was regarded as the first institution in Haiti with a
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 vocational orientation and it was reserved for boys.1 In 1877, it was
 renamed La Maison Centrale des Arts et M?tiers (The Central House
 for Arts and Crafts) .2 Later, UAtelier de Saint Joseph (The Saint Jo
 seph Repair Shop) was added to La Maison Centrale des Arts et M?tiers.

 However, because of political unrest, both were closed in 1899.3 They
 reopened in 1902 when Nord Alexis became President of Haiti.

 La Maison Centrale des Arts et M?tiers was reorganized in 1909. At
 that time, class sections and craftsmanship sessions were alternated so that
 the students could learn to read and write while acquiring manual
 skills.4 In class sessions, the subjects taught were reading, writing, religious
 instruction, musicology, military arts, and methodology in a chosen
 vocational field; while in craftsmanship sessions, vocational subjects such
 as tinsmithing, wheelwrighting, blacksmithing, farriery, coach-building,
 weapon manufacturing, machinery, masonry, cabinet-making, shoe
 making, dress-making, and bookbinding were taught.5 In 1910, the year
 following the reorganization of La Maison Centrale, a leading Haitian
 newspaper reported that this vocational school functioned satisfactorily,
 and the government took great pride in its success.6

 Since Haiti always had encouraged private initiative in education,
 vocational schools were no exception. On December 26, 1892, E. Mat
 hon, E. Etheart, L. A. Gauthier, P. Tessier, and L. C. Lh?risson estab
 lished U Ecole Libre Professionnelle (Private Vocational School) at
 Port-au-Prince.7

 The objectives of L'Ecole Libre Professionnelle were to reduce unem
 ployment, prepare qualified craftsmen in various fields, and introduce
 modern industry to Haiti.8 F?qui?re wrote in 1906 that this vocational
 school was excellent. It offered a four-year program. The subjects

 1 Editeurs, Documents Historiques sur la Maison Centrale des Arts et M?tiers:
 1846-1940 (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie du Coll?ge Verri?res, n.d.), pp. 19-20.

 2 Le Matin (Haiti), October 17, 1909.
 3 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), October 2, 1899.
 4 Le Moniteur (Haiti), April 24, 1901.
 5 Fleury F?qui?re, L'Education Haitienne (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie de l'Abeil

 le, 1906), p. 415.
 6 Le Matin (Haiti), August 24, 1910.
 7 L. G. Lh?risson, Lev Ecoles de Port-au-Prince (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie H.

 Amblard, 1895), pp. 44-45.
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 taught were either academic: calligraphy (since official documents al
 ways were written by a competent calligrapher), French, arithmetic,
 geometry, drawing, technology, and history and geography of Haiti;
 or vocational: cabinet-making, boiler-making, wood-engraving, book
 binding, and blacksmithing.9 UEcole libre Professionnelle, like La Maison
 Centrale des Arts et M?tiers, was reserved for boys.

 Vocational Education for Women

 In 1902, when President Nord Alexis reopened La Maison Centrale
 des Arts et M?tiers, he also established a primary school for teenage
 girls, UEcole Eiie Dubois. In 1907, with the help of the Daughters of
 Mary, a religious group from Belgium, the government transformed
 UEcole Elie Dubois of Port-au-lPrince into a vocational school for
 women.10

 The curriculum for UEcole Elk Dubois, like that of other vocational
 schools, was divided into academic and vocational sections. The aca
 demic section, according to a presidential decree of September 5, 1906,
 was equivalent to the program of the primary school, while the voca
 tional section included courses in home-economics, cooking, pastry

 making, laundry, mending, sewing, and embroidery.11
 In addition to La Maison Centrale des Arts et M?tiers, UEcole Libre

 Professionnelle, and UEcole Elie Dubois, there have been several others
 which can be classified as vocational. They did not last, and available
 information is restricted to their name and date of establishment. These

 include a school of navigation established in 1838;12 a school of music,
 painting, and drawing established in 1861 ;13 a school of music established

 8 Loe. cit., Also: F?qui?re, op. cit., p. 409.
 9 F?qui?re, ibid., pp. 409, 460.
 10 Madeleine G. S. Bouchereau, Education des Femmes en Haiti (Port-au-Prince:

 Imprimerie de l'Etat, 1944), p. 17. Also: Edner Brutus, Instruction Publique en Haiti:
 1492-1945 (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie de l'Etat, 1948), p. 319.

 11 Le Moniteur (Haiti), February 23, 1907.
 12 St?nio Vincent et L. C. Lh?risson (eds.), La L?gislation de UInstruction Pu

 blique: 1804-1895 (Paris: Vve. Ch. Dunod et P. Vicq,, 1895), p. 322.
 13 Ibid., p. 57.
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 in 1875;14 a central school of arts and crafts established in 1895;15 a pub
 lic school of applied sciences established in 1901, which was divided
 into three sections: public works, machinery and agriculture;16 a private
 school of applied sciences established in 1902 ;17 a school of commerce
 established also in 1902 ;18 an agricultural school established in 1910,19
 and a school of landscaping established also in 1910.20

 La Maison Centrale des Arts et M?tiers, UEcole Libre Professionnel
 le, and UEcole Elie Dubois were considered the most effective voca
 tional schools for the period 1804 to 1915. Despite their long years of
 service, it is difficult to evaluate their success because data about admis
 sion requirements, types of examinations given, and the number of
 graduates are not available. Of the three vocational schools mentioned
 above, UEcole Libre Professionnelle is the only one wich no longer is
 functioning.

 Vocational schools, although important, never have been popular in
 Haiti because most qualified young Haitians want to be physicians,
 lawyers, judges, congressmen, and counsels. Parents often encouraged
 these attitudes; even the lower socio-economic families feel they are
 obligated, sometimes at great sacrifice, to send their children to a pro
 fessional rather than a vocational school.

 Professional Education

 Professional or higher education excludes the liberal arts which are
 a part of secondary schooling in Haiti. Unlike vocational education,
 professional education always has been popular. In fact, the establish
 ment of most institutions of professional education preceded that of
 the vocational schools, largely because of the traditional social status
 associated with professional schools. During the period 1804 to 1915,
 the two types of professional institutions which emerged were medicine
 and law.

 14 Ibid., p. 366.
 15 Le Matin (Haiti), October 24, 1911.
 16 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), October 17, 1902.
 17 Dant?s Bellegarde, La Nation Haitienne (Paris: J. de Gigord, 1938), p. 232.
 18 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), October 27, 1903.
 19 Le Matin (Haiti), November 22, 1910.
 20 Le Matin (Haiti), February, 10, 1913.
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 The College of Medicine

 The establishment of the College of Medicine goes back to 1806.
 It was at that time that Alexandre P?tion established a school of health

 in the Republic of the South. It included four sections: Medicine, Phar
 macy, Dentistry, and Obstetrics.21 In 1818, Jean-Pierre Boyer asked a
 Dr. Mont?gre, a French physician, to convert the school of health into
 a college of medicine. Dr. Mont?gre, unfortunately, died while trying
 to diagnose an epidemic at Port-au-Prince and never had an opportun
 ity to establish the College.22

 On January 15, 1823, at President Boyer's request, M. B. Inginac,
 acting Minister of Public Instruction, established UAcad?mie D'Haiti
 (The Academy of Haiti) at Port-au-Prince. It was supposed to include
 a school of medicine, a school of law, a school of literature, and a school
 of astronomy.23 The Colleges of Medicine and Law were established, but
 there is no information available on the Colleges of Letters and Astro
 nomy.24

 The College of Medicine had a modest beginning. Admission require
 ments were limited to a copy of one's birth certificate and the Certificat
 d'Etudes Secondaires. Minors who petitioned for admission had to pre
 sent, in addition to the above, a written authorization from their par
 ents.25 The program of study lasted four years, and in 1823 the cur
 riculum included anatomy and physiology, internal pathology, surgery,
 pharmacology, legal medicine, hygiene, and clinical duties.26 Later, in
 1898, the program was extended to include anatomy, physiology, history
 of medicine, histology, medical and surgical pathology, medical physics,
 chemistry, hygiene, legal medicine, materia medica, therapy, toxicology,
 pharmacology, obstetrics, odontology, and clinical duties.27

 During the first decades of its existence, the College of Medicine
 held classes from April 1 to December 31. In 1894, the academic year

 21 Bouchereau, op. cit., p. 61.
 22 M. Placide-Jus tin, Histoire Politique et Statistique de l'Ile d'Haiti (Paris: Bri?re

 librerie, 1826), p. 534.
 23 Bell?garde, op. cit., p. 287.
 24 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 301.
 25 F?qui?re, op. cit., p. 447.
 26 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 48.
 27 F?qui?re, loc. cit.
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 was rearranged to coincide almost exactly with the academic year of
 the other branches of public instruction. Examinations were held in July
 and in September. The July session was the regular one, while the Sep
 tember session aimed at giving a second chance to students who had
 failed their examination in July. Those who for a justified reason could
 not participate in the former session also were allowed to take their
 examination in September. The examinations were both written and
 oral; each student had to pass each series.28

 Despite ample governmental support and public interest, the Col
 lege of Medicine was not well-organized. In 1860, on President Gef
 frad's request, Elie Dubois reorganized the College. As Minister of Pub
 lic Instruction, Dubois attracted better qualified professors to the
 College, and introduced a botanical garden for medicinal plants.29 He
 also introduced chemistry and botany as prerequisites for admission.30
 Later, in 1887, other prerequisites for admission were added. All ap
 plicants in the departments of medicine, dentistry, and pharmacy had
 to be at least sixteen years old. They had to provide a health certificate,
 a certificate of good conduct, and a Certificat d'Etudes Secondaires.
 Students applying to the pharmaceutical department, besides the above
 requirements, had to take a practical examination which consisted in
 the preparation of specified drugs.31 Bellegarde, like F?qui?re, provides
 a comprehensive list of courses for the medical section, but there is no
 listing of courses taught in Dentistry, Pharmacy or Obstetrics.32

 The College of Medicine enrolled male students only. In theory, it
 was open to women, for there was no mention of any policy forbidding
 their admission; but practically it was closed to women. The College
 of Medicine required a Certificat d'Etudes Secondaires for admission;
 young women could not obtain such a certificate because it was given
 only in all-male secondary schools.33 As a result, the obstetrical section

 28 Le Moniteur (Haiti), May 2, 1903.
 29 Lh?risson, op. cit., pp. 37, 38.
 30 Fran?ois Elie Dubois, Deux Ans et Demie de Minist?re, 2?me ?dition, augmen

 t?e (Paris: P. A. Boudier, 1867), p. 266.
 31 Le Moniteur (Haiti), June 30, 1887.
 32 Bellegarde, op. cit., p. 287. Also: F?qui?re, op. cit., p. AM.
 33 Bouchereau, op. cit., p. 19.
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 of the College of Medicine was reduced to a one-year midwifery school
 for young women around 1900.34

 The College of Medicine, in most cases, was considered equal in im
 portance with the College of Law. In fact, both were established in
 1823. The College of Law, unlike that of Medicine, had to close its doors
 at least twice. Fortunately, it always was reopened.

 The National College of Law

 The College of Law was called UEcole Nationale de Droit. Its cur
 riculum was designed to take four years to complete. A licence was
 granted after successful completion of the first three years. If the can
 didate wished to obtain a Juris Doctor degree, he was required to com
 plete an approved thesis in an additional year of study and defend it
 in a public meeting.35

 During the first three and one-half decades of its existence, the Col
 lege of Law was not well-organized. Admission requirements, for exam
 ple, were not defined. It was in June, 1859, that Geffrard's government
 reorganized the College and defined admission requirements. These re
 quirements stated that a candidate for admission should be at least eigh
 teen years old and must have obtained a Certificat d'Etudes Secondaires.

 This last requirement, as in the case of the College of Medicine, closed
 the doors of the College of Law to women. Besides defining admission
 requirements, the reorganization of 1859 also eliminated the Juris Doc
 tor option. This reduced the time allowed in law school to three years

 while broadening its curriculum.36 In 1823, the curriculum consisted of
 Roman and civil law, civil procedures; and commercial, penal, and crim
 inal law.37 But after the 1859 reorganization the curriculum was ex
 tended to offer courses in Roman law; history of French law, history
 of Haitian law, civil procedures, political economy; and civil constitu
 tional, and administrative laws.08

 34 Ibid., p. 61. Also: Mercer Cook, Education in Haiti (U.S. Office of Education,
 Bulletin No. 1, 1948), p. 58.

 35 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., pp. 48, 49.
 36 Ibid., p. 54.
 S7..Ibid., pp. 47, 48.
 38 F?qui?re, op. cit., p. 458.
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 After the 1859 reorganization, the College of Law functioned satis
 factorily for some time. However, on March 30, 1867, it was closed in
 the midst of the political unrest which followed Geffrard's resignation
 of the Presidency. It generally is believed that the law students supported
 Geffrard and were trying to force his return to power when the inter
 im government dispersed the students and closed the College. The fol
 lowing year (1868) the College was reopened.39 Later, at unspecified
 date, it was closed again, since its reopening in 1888 also is mentioned.40

 Private School of Law

 In 1887, one year before the latest reopening of UEcole Nationale
 de Droit, concerned citizens among whom were MM. D. L?gitime, B.
 Lallemand, A. Justin, Edmond Lespinasse, J. Devot, and S. Menos estab
 lished UEccle Libre de Droit at Port-au-Prince.41 This school, like the
 other private schools in Haiti, was required to follow the official program
 prepared by the Office of the Minister of Public Instruction. Later, for
 financial reasons, it was transformed into a state law school.42 Other
 private law schools were established; in 1906 Le Moniteur acknowledged
 existence of two more private law schools, one at Cap-Haitien, and the
 other at Cayes.43

 By the end of the 1804 to 1915 period, there was one college of me
 dicine and four colleges of law in Haiti. A few other professional
 schools, such as a normal school for the preparation of teachers44 and
 a school of engineering45 (the theoretical section of the Department of
 Public Works), have been said to have existed, but no information re
 garding their activities can be found.

 39 Ibid., p. 260.
 40 Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 36.
 41 Ibid., p. 43. Also: Le Nouveliste (Haiti), December 10, 1902.
 42 Le Nouveliste (Haiti), December 10, 1902.
 43 Le Moniteur (Haiti), April 28, 1906.
 44 Brutus, op. cit., p. 168.
 45 Vincent et Lh?risson, op. cit., p. 59.
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 CHAPTER VII

 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

 Beginning virtually from nothing, Haitian institutions, of formal
 education at all levels grew from no more than six schools in 1805 to
 675 in 1912. From the beginning of the Republic, the political leader
 ship had shown some interest in education. As a result, the Constitutions
 of 1805 and 1807 made specific provision for the establishment of in
 stitutions of formal education. Since the government did not see itself
 as solely responsible for assuming the task of educating youth, establish

 ment of private schools was encouraged and educational aid was sought
 in England and in France. Despite such assistance, Haitian education
 continued to be handicapped by insufficient funds, political instability,
 the excessive concentration of the best schools in the capital, favoritism
 towards urban youth and boys rather than girls, and greater interest in
 higher levels rather than lower levels of education.

 Lack of sufficient funds was one of the most salient handicaps of
 Haitian education during the period 1804 to 1915. After the war of
 independence, the economic system had to be rebuilt, but this was a
 difficult task for a generation of former slaves without specific skills.
 This situation was further accentuated by the indemnity paid to France
 in order to secure an independence already attained, by mismanagement
 of public funds, and by frequent devaluations of the national currency,
 the gourde. In fact, the value of the gourde was not stable until 1915
 when the U. S. Marines occupied the country.

 Political instability was another important handicap to the develop
 ment of an effective system of education. The Office of the Minister of
 Public Instruction, for example, was established by the President of Hai
 ti, who could appoint and remove the Minister at pleasure. This officer
 usually was appointed more for his political leanings than his profes
 sional qualifications. This means that policies for public instruction of
 ten were determined by the President of Haiti. Since most of the pres
 idents during the period under consideration spent relatively little time
 in office, educational policies varied considerably. Each regime criticized
 what the preceding one undertook so that previous policies usually were
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 replaced by new ones. Nearly every regime pointed out the defects of
 the system, but none ever was able to correct them.

 Concentration of schools in a single geographical area also prevented
 the development of formal education. In most small, underdeveloped
 countries, the capital is the only cultural and intellectual center, and
 Haiti was not an exception. When Cap-Haitian (then Cap-Fran?ais)
 was the capital of Saint-Domingue, most recorded institutions of formal
 learning were located in that city. After independence, Port-au-Prince
 gradually became the capital. Beyond its perimeters, the population lived
 in almost complete ignorance. Thus Port-au-Prince was not only
 the geographical capital of Haiti, but also the intellectual one. Under
 standably, then, because of the limited number of schools, the best stu
 dents of the provincial cities were attracted to this intellectual center,
 while little was done to extend intellectual culture to the small towns

 and rural communities. Most provincial cities had neither a public lyc?e
 nor a private secondary school. The best secondary schools, public and
 private, all vocational schools, the College of Medicine, and most of the
 colleges of law were located in Port-au-Prince. By the end of the period
 under study, there had been no significant effort to distribute the
 schools throughout the country. The concentration of schools in one
 geographical area created a sharp distinction between urban and rural
 education, and it perpetuated social class distinctions.

 Favoritism in education towards urban youth and boys is a usual
 characteristic of poor countries. This also hindered dissemination of in
 struction in Haiti. It started during the colonial period and made its way
 through independent Haiti. First, it placed rural youth at an educational
 disadvantage because there were few rural schools. The peasants as a
 group bore a large share of the taxes which supported the schools in
 Port-au-Prince and in a few other cities, but they often were deprived
 of even a "one room, one teacher" type of primary school. When there
 was a school, it was often housed in a hut, and necessary instructional
 materials were not provided. Never was a secondary school established
 in rural areas. Second only to the failure to provide enough rural schools

 was the failure to provide certain levels of schooling for young women.
 Both secondary and professional institutions of learning were reserved
 for young men, but by the turn of the century the former was extended
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 to young women. The extension of secondary school to females was the
 first significant effort towards opening professional education to women.

 The higher levels of instruction in Haiti antedated the lower levels.
 This is a familiar pattern in many countries, where higher education is
 established primarily for the ruling class. Surprising as it may be, Haiti,
 after independence had a favored class, the mulattoes who needed high
 er levels of instruction. As a result, there was not a keen appreciation
 of the need for primary education. Moreover, the parish priest or the
 minister was responsible, in theory at least, for the moral and spiritual
 well-being of the underprivileged child. However, there were transient
 primary schools and tutors during the first decade after independence,
 but records of their activities as institutions appear to be non-existent.
 Records of institutions of secondary and higher education, on the other
 hand, are well-preserved. Thus, two institutions of secondary education,
 Le Lyc?e Alexandre P?tion and the Royal College and two institutions
 of higher education, the College of Medicine and the National College of
 Law, were established during the second decade of the Republic.

 Although Haitian educational development was handicapped by sev
 eral factors, there were certain institutional developments which kept
 the system functioning. Two of them are salient: the establishment of
 schools by private citizens and the Concordat signed between Haiti and
 the Holy See.

 Educated Haitians always have shown an interest in formal educa
 tion. This goes back to the early years after independence. Later, the

 Haitian government made it legal for any Haitian to establish an in
 stitution of learning. In fact, there were schools established by private
 citizens at all levels of instruction.

 The Concordat was another plus in the development of Haitian
 schooling. Its main clause allowed French Catholic missionaries to take
 a large share of the responsibility of educating Haitian youth when
 they began to arrive during the second half of the 19th century. They
 established several institutions of primary and secondary instruction and
 drew Haitian education closer to the French model.

 The efforts of private citizens and that of various missionary groups,
 especially the Catholic missionaries, combined with those of the govern
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 ment contributed to the development of a system of education which
 by 1915 was functioning with modest success.

 The above findings by no means represent the last word on Haitian
 education for the period 1804 to 1915. This is so because of the limits
 of the study. In many instances, the writer has conceded that "there
 is no available evidence". At other times he has had to rely on partial
 information and, infrequently, on inconclusive opinions. As a conse
 quence, there still is much to be studied on Haitian education even for
 the period covered in this study.

 A number of examples of what still might be accomplished may
 be listed as recommendations for further research. These could include

 a comparative study of French and Haitian education during the period
 1804 to 1915, such study should aim at determining to what extent the
 French system of education has influenced the Haitian; a study of
 the period 1804 to 1915 as compared to the period 1915 to 1934, during
 the American occupation, which should investigate the extent to
 which the American occupation has influenced Haitian education; fi
 nally a study of the two periods of Haitian independence, 1804 to 1915
 as compared to 1934 to 1977.

 A comparative study of Haitian education between the period stu
 died and more recent events which occur during the period 1934 to
 1977 would be of great interest because the findings of this study have
 shown Haitian education was handicapped by concentration of the
 schools in the capital, favoritism towards urban youth and boys, by
 economic, political, and linguistic factors. Despite these handicaps, the

 Haitian educational system was completely developed during the first era
 of independence, 1804 to 1915.

 JOB B. CLEMENT
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